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 Picture looking out at the water



Stewardship Actions
 Maintain septic systems

 Use phosphate free soap and cleaning products

 Preserve native vegetation, especially along the 
shoreline

 Eliminate chemical fertilizers and pesticides

 Buy energy efficient vehicles and reduce gasoline 
consumption

 Recycle and compost household waste

 Maintain 75% of shoreline in a natural state



 Picture of shoreline





 Picture of the forest



Diatom-inferred phosphorus
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30 Metre Buffer Strip

 50 to 100% shade for streams and near shore 

 Maintenance of large woody debris

 90% sediment removal at 2% grade

 Nutrient and bacteria removal

 Erosion control

 Protection of aquatic invertebrates

 District of  Muskoka Shoreline Buffer paper 
http://muskoka.fileprosite.com/Documents/DocumentLi
st.aspx?ID=4844

http://muskoka.fileprosite.com/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=4844
http://muskoka.fileprosite.com/Documents/DocumentList.aspx?ID=4844


Key Messages
 Maintain all four layers of shoreline vegetation

 Set back new development 30 m 

 When doing renovations – look for a net improvement



Key Messages
 Review your stormwater management

 Where is the silt from your driveway or private road 
ending up?

 During construction are you taking measures to 
reduce stormwater impacts?



Watershed Report Card




