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άΦΦΦL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ch/! Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ a 
representation/advocacy perspective for a bit; this is a topic that 

came up repeatedly in our recent surveys, and historically has been 
ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ch/!Ωǎ ǊƻƭŜΦ ΦΦέ 



Policy/Advocacy 

VProperty taxation / WRAFT 

VMining Act Reforms 

VStewardship Network of Ontario 

VOntario Biodiversity Council 

VSource Water Protection 

VWater Guardians Network 

VMNR Southern Region Advisory Committee 

VHydro One Customer Advisory Board 

VGreat Lakes Water Quality Agreement Advisory Panel 

άCh/! ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŘǳƛǘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ Χ We are non-partisan and work collaboratively with  government and with 

other groups to support waterfront issues -  waterfront property owners have a wide 
divergence of opinion ς and these issues and opinions can change over time,  

between regions, and  amongst neighboursΦ Χ  
²Ŝ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ōȅ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻƴ ƪŜȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦέ 



ά²Ŝ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ό[ŀƪŜƭŀƴŘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜΣ [ŀƪŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇΧύΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
government leaders and especially with staff at various Ministries, and with regional government . 

We work with scientists and other advocacy groups with common interests  (like SNO, Dorset Science 
centre MOE), and do a lot of presentations and attend cottage country and cottage-related events.  



Policy/Advocacy 

 
Municipal Elections: 

October 25, 2010 
Federal Election: 

May 2, 2011 
Provincial General Election: 

October 6, 2011 
 

 



Federal Government 2011 

 

 
 

Job cuts coming: 
 

Environment Canada  776 positions 'may change or disappear' over three years 

-with 300 positions eliminated (Aug. 4, 2011), including: 46 positions in climate change research over two 

years; roughly one-third of the staff (80 positions) at the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 

43 positions in Atlantic Canada, including toxic chemical researchers from the N.S. office 

 

Fisheries and Oceans  275 positions  

...and more to come by 2014, as a result of a $56.8-million budget-cutting plan  

 

Bank of Canada   33 workers  

Canadian Museum of Civilization Eight positions  

 

Human Resources Canada  600 positions at Service Canada processing centres 

Industry Canada   26 positions  

National Defence   2,100 civilian positions to be cut over three years 

National Gallery of Canada  Five curators at the National Gallery  

National Research Council  52 positions  

Treasury Board   84 jobs  

Veterans Affairs    400-500 positions  

Public Works &   700 staff to be cut over three years 

 Government Services Canada 
 



Ontario General Election 2011 

Liberals 53  PC 37  NDP 17 
 

 Voter turnout below 50% for the first time. 



Policy/Advocacy 

 ÅDwight Duncan:  Finance, Deputy Premier 

ÅMichael Gravelle:  Natural Resources 

ÅJim Bradley:   Environment 

ÅKathleen Wynne:  Municipal Affairs and Housing, 

         and Aboriginal Affairs 

ÅRick Bartolucci:  Northern Development and 

    Mines, Chair of Cabinet 

ÅChris Bentley:  Energy 

 

 

 



Ontario General Election 2011 



Cottagers in Ontario Ridings 

Top Ten Ridings with waterfront voters:  

VParry Sound - Muskoka (PC) 

VHaliburton-VictoriaïBrock (PC) (previously Liberal)  

VPrince Edward-Hastings (PC) (prev. Liberal) 

VSimcoe North (PC) 

VPeterborough (Liberal) 

VKenora - Rainy River (NDP) 

VAlgoma - Manitoulin (NDP) (prev. Liberal) 

VRenfrew - Nipissing - Pembroke (PC) 

VLanark ï Carleton (PC) 

VLeeds ï Grenville (PC)    Total Ridings : 107 



Provincial Budgets  

ÅSince 2003, program spending increased from $70-billion, to  

$109-billion in 2009-10. Increase is 55%. 

Å Program spending has increased by an annual average of 

7.7%; average economic growth has been 2.4%.  

Åaccumulated deficit forecast to reach $187-billion by 2012-13, 

up $63-billion since McGuinty became premier in 2003-04. 

Å tax increases to help pay for this:  the Ontario Health Premium, 

cancellation of the planned elimination of the personal income 

surtax, corporate income tax increases, continued reliance on 

downloaded (to property taxes) public services and costs. 

Å Ontario's bottom personal income tax rate reduced from 6.05% 

to 5.05%; middle and top personal income tax rates 

unchanged, and remain among the highest in Canada. 

ÅñTax Freedom Dayò in Ontario is @ May 31  



Ontarioôs budget 



Ontarioôs budget 



AMO, and ROMA 
 

AMO:   

Continued upload of provincial social service and 

court costs 

 

 Protecting Ontarioôs municipal property tax base 

from any new downloaded costs;  

 

ROMA :  

There is a very real need to develop local economies 

 

 These are areas that are not just urban Ontarioôs 

playground.  

A Voice for Rural and Northern Ontario ï ROMA, October 2011 



Funding ï ñEnvironmentò 

ÅMOE and MNR have large and expanding mandates 

ÅTogether, the ministries must be able to track the health of 

Ontario's natural environment, identify environmental 

degradation, and take action to prevent or mitigate such 

degradation.  

ÅMOE receives about 0.3% of the total budget; MNR about 

0.7% 

Å Budgets for MOE and MNR have declined since 1992, 

perhaps 30% less buying power at MOE, 20% at MNR  

ÅThe ECO observes that chronic underfunding has led to a 

gradual decline in expertise within MOE and MNR.  



2011 Election  
Hot Button Topics 

 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ άIƻǘ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎέ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΥ 

 

www.foca.on.ca 
 

http://www.foca.on.ca/


Property Taxation 



Land Use Planning 



Septics 



Energy 



Mining 



Carp 



The Leaders 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎȅŎƭŜ ς at all levels, to make your voices heard ς at all levels 
of government ς whether it be in the budget cycle time at your local municipality, or while 
we have the ear of our provincial and federal politicians. If we can help ς let us know.  If you 
can write a letter to your local candidate ς ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΗέ  


