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FOCA represents 500 member associations with a combined membership of 50,000 families across the province. In preparation for Ontario’s Provincial Election on Thursday, October 6th, 2011, FOCA has approached each of the party leaders, asking for a written response to the following questions on issues of concern to our membership:
ENERGY 

The Province is responsible for outlining the province’s electricity requirements for the long term, and how these needs will be met.  Citizens expect the government of Ontario to have an energy plan, one that is reliable, clean and affordable. As reliable, affordable and clean electricity is paramount to a successful Ontario, what is your party’s plan to provide:

· clean and abundant electricity generation; 

· a sound and reliable transmission infrastructure?

FOCA’s membership consists largely of property owners classified as “seasonal” residential class, who currently pay a significant premium for the delivery of electricity to their rural properties. As some homeowners move to year-round residency of cottage properties, neighbours are paying wildly different amounts for the delivery of the same electricity. What is your party’s stance on removing the “seasonal” class, and distributing costs evenly amongst all residential users?

PROPERTY TAXATION
With one of the highest municipal and education property tax burdens in the world, the fairness of distributing the load is most important. The use of an obscure, but volatile and unmodified current value assessment (CVA), as the means doesn't pass this fairness test.  There are many precedents in other North American jurisdictions for a fairer process,  To use pure CVA to calculate tax obligations ignores the inaccuracy of the process as well as imposing a tax on roughly estimated unrealized capital gains.
    The inaccuracy with waterfront properties can be dramatic, as MPAC standards consider an average deviation of CVA from actual sale values of 25% in their formula acceptable. The homeowner that has actually sold his/her property has this CVA corrected to the sale price. The homeowner who has not sold his/her property must accept the formula value imputed - unless she/he understands the system well enough to object.

Failing to address the shortcomings within the current process will contribute to growing instability in many Ontario communities, forcing the untimely disposition of family assets. This is only one unfor-tunate if unintended consequence from the current unstable and unpredictable property tax system.  
 What concrete steps will your party take to address the instability of assessed property values in Ontario? 
The financial viability of our municipalities (especially in rural Ontario) is at risk.  Relying on an increasingly overburdened property taxpayer is not an endless solution.

"Downloading" by the Province onto municipalities, and hence property owners in Ontario, is higher than all the rest of Canada. This inordinate local funding burden amplifies the unfairness inherent when property value is the sole determinant of how much an individual who pays for a lengthy list of municipal obligations. 

On behalf of Ontario’s hundreds of thousands of rural and waterfront property owners, we believe the provincial government must hasten and broaden the provincial role in financially supporting social services through provincial income taxes, which has only partially been addressed in the recommendations of the 2008 Provincial Municipal Fiscal and Service Delivery Review. What is your plan to manage the burden of taxes shouldered at the municipal level, while ensuring critical services are maintained?  

LAND USE PLANNING

Ontario’s waterfront property owners are a major economic force in rural Ontario, contributing more than $600-million in property taxes annually, and collectively providing the financial base for extensive local infrastructure. Using appropriate planning policies, and providing the tools to deliver them, will help to ensure the long-term contribution of these areas to Ontario’s prosperity and health. What will your party do to ensure waterfront owners have a meaningful say in key land use decisions for their communities?
The definitions in the current Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) overlook the lands designated as “Waterfront Area” in Official Plans. These areas are neither strictly “settlement areas” nor “rural” and as such aren’t adequately dealt with in the existing Statement. This lack of clarity results in wide divergences in the effectiveness of locally-developed waterfront policies in Ontario to require adequate environmental protection policies while providing for low density residential and suitable commercial development opportunities. FOCA recently recommended to the province that specific emphasis be placed upon waterfront recreational communities to ensure consistency at the municipal township level. Will your party work to develop PPS policies that specifically apply to “Waterfront Areas” and require land use policies that result in the sustainable use of these special areas?

FOCA notes several means of protecting recreational lake and river integrity which are not adequately addressed in current provincial, and local, planning:

· standardization of building setbacks from the waterfront

· limits on building massing and height and appearance from the lake

· regulations governing docks and other in-water construction

· the PPS and the Ontario Building Code should provide clear support and direction for the technical and funding aspects of on-site wastewater (septics) oversight

· the principles of the PPS can be undermined by local discretion, which can replace long-term vision with ongoing incremental “exceptions” that, over time, go unmanaged and unmonitored.
How will your party address these issues?

ON-SITE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS (SEPTICS)

Most of Ontario’s rural and waterfront property owners rely upon on-site wastewater treatment systems to deal with household water, and to protect the environment, and our lakes and rivers. Ontario’s Building Code was recently amended to establish and govern mandatory on-site sewage system maintenance inspection programs, to be administered in certain areas by local enforcement bodies. 

What is your party position on the re-inspection programs for on-site wastewater, and how will this program be implemented and funded?

ASIAN CARP

Immediate action is required to stop this invasive fish from entering the Great Lakes which would have detrimental effects on commercial and sport fishing industries, recreational boating and tourism across Ontario. A permanent ecological separation must be re-established between the Mississippi River and Great Lakes basins. What will your party do to protect Ontario waterways from this imminent threat?

